Radiotherapy in Italy: state of the art and possible developments.
The major role of radiotherapy and its outcomes in the treatment of cancer are now supported by a 100-year experience. To cover the cost of the equipment needed for an effective application of RT in Italy, the allocation decided according to the Census of 1995 is definitely inadequate. The Italian radiotherapists to cope with this situation should acquire a sound professional preparation as well as be familiar with the organizational management. The knowledge of the National and European regulations and the programs of Quality Control and Quality Assurance, the use of guidelines agreed on with other specialists, the application of standardized procedures controllable on inspection and audit, the plan of the budget, the appraisal of costs are all indispensable to safeguard the personal professional dignity and to improve the quality of life of the patients.